
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Please be aware of the following policies by respective boards, for 
eligibility for certification in the respective fields. 

ABIM certification eligibility: 

• https://www.abim.org/certification/policies/general/policies.aspx 
• https://www.abim.org/certification/policies/internal-medicine-

subspecialty-policies/internal-medicine.aspx 
• Please review information in above websites before applying. 
• To be admitted to the ABIM Internal Medicine Certification Examination, 

physicians must have satisfactorily completed, by August 31 of the year 
of examination, 36 calendar months, including vacation time, of U.S. or 
Canadian graduate medical education accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME),  

ABFM certification eligibility:  

• https://www.theabfm.org/cert/boardeligibility.aspx 

• The American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM) Board Eligibility Policy 
defines “Board Eligible” as having completed residency training but not 
yet attained initial certification.  

• ABFM-approved alternative training may consist of training at Family 
Medicine residency training programs in international locations. The 
ABFM may or may not have an established reciprocity agreement with 
an approved alternative. However, all proposals for alternative training 
must be submitted for review and approval by the ABFM.  

• Will completing a fellowship in a subspecialty of Family Medicine 
qualify as an ABFM-approved alternative or an additional year of 
training?  

o No, the ABFM-approved alternative must cover the full scope of 
Family Medicine. 

•  Physicians may contact boardeligibility@theabfm.org to request a 
board eligibility verification letter. Verification of a physician’s eligibility 
will not be provided directly to anyone other than the physician. 
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